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A few weeks ago, Hamilton School of English played host to a large group 
of adult students from Schwerin, the capital and second-largest city of the 
northern German state of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern in Western 
Pomerania. 
 
The group’s ages ranged from approximately 30–76 years old and for 
most of them it was their first time in Scotland. I met the two group 
leaders, Kerstin Kutzer and Erwin Kaldarasch.  Kerstin had been to 
Scotland before, but Erwin had not, although he had visited Manchester.  
The students in their school of English in Schwerin had been studying 
Scottish culture, literature and current affairs for some time prior to their 
visit here. They had learned about the independence referendum, Scottish 
history and traditions and had read Scottish authors - Ian Rankin and his 
fictional detective, Rebus, being a particular favourite of Kerstin’s.  
 
I asked them what they enjoyed most about their time in Edinburgh. They 
both agreed that the one thing that really stood out was the friendliness 
of the people. “If you ask anyone for help, they will not just help but they 
stop and chat,” said Erwin, “and if you go to the bus stop they all respect 
each other and queue patiently, which doesn’t always happen in 
Germany!”  Kerstin agreed, adding that in her opinion Edinburgh is one of 
the most beautiful cities in the world.  
 



I then asked them what they thought about the school and the teaching.   
Although, as leaders they hadn’t been to all the classes, the feedback 
from the students was excellent. They said that teachers were nice and 
good at teaching to the level of the students. This was seen as important 
given the variation of levels of students within classes. 
 
“I think the Hamilton 50+ programme for adults is well-tailored to the 
needs of the students,” Kerstin said, “and there is a good mix of 
languages, learning and events.”  The German group had been to the 
King’s Theatre (one of the biggest and best in Edinburgh) to see Mary 
Poppins, which Kerstin described as “a fabulous show.”  Overall, they both 
felt that it was a very worthwhile trip (“better than Manchester” said 
Erwin) and they hoped to be able to return to both Edinburgh and Global 
School of English. 
 

 
 
We finished our chat by discussing whisky, bagpipes, the School mascot 
(featured in the photo here) and sport.  I then discovered that I was in 
the presence of a sporting legend. Erwin has been the national handball 
coach for Algeria, India, Dubai and Saudi Arabia, as well as the coach of a 
regional team in Germany.  In his youth he was clearly an exceptional 
player: in 1966, the handball team for which he played won the European 
Championship.  The other photo here shows him with his team-mates at a 
reunion a few years ago – Erwin is the one on the far left.  It’s not 
everyday we have a European Champion in the School and we hope to see 
him – and Kerstin and their students – back again soon! 
 
 


